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AT SOME POINT rather early in the spring of 1947, a
Bedouin boy called Muhammed the Wolf was
minding some goats near a cliff on the western
shore of the Dead Sea. Climbing up after one that
had strayed, he noticed a cave that he had not seen
before, and he idly threw a stone into it. There was
an unfamiliar sound of breakage. The boy was
frightened and ran away. But he later came back
with another boy, and together they explored the
cave.

Inside were several tall clay jars, among
fragments of other jars. When they took off the
bowl-like lids, a very bad smell arose, which came
from dark oblong lumps that were found inside all
the jars. When they got these lumps out of the cave,
they saw they were wrapped up in lengths of linen
and coated with a black layer of what seemed to be
pitch or wax. They unrolled them and found long
manuscripts, inscribed in parallel columns on
thin sheets that had been sewn together. Though
these manuscripts had faded and crumbled in
places, they were in general remarkably clear. The
characters, they saw, were not Arabic. They
wondered at the scrolls and kept them, carrying
them along when they moved.

Edmund Wilson
The Scrolls from the Dead Sea’
W. H. Allen, 1955




The importance
of the
Dead Sea Scrolls

ACCORDING TO THE figures published by the Bible Society, the Bible is still a ‘best
seller’ but, sadly, in many homes it remains on the bookshelf. It is dusted
occasionally but hardly ever read. Yet, the Bible is the most precious book in the
world.

In this very materialistic age it appears that the majority of people regard the
Bible as rather out-dated and that so far as their lives are concerned today, the Bible
has no particular relevance. No greater mistake could be made. It is the most up-to-
date book in the world. It not only tells us about the present, but it goes further and
outlines with great clarity the course of world events in the future. This is not
surprising when we realise that the author of the Bible is the great Creator of the
universe.

The apostle Paul wrote that, ‘All scripture is given by inspiration of God’* and that
the Holy Scriptures are able to make someone ‘wise unto salvation’?

WORRIES ABOUT ACCURACY
Even if people agree that the original manuscripts of the Bible were written by
men who were influenced by the power of God, how can we be sure that the Bible
that we have today is identical in meaning with the original texts? Is there not a real
danger that after centuries and centuries of making copies from copies and of
translating the scriptures into different languages, that mistakes will have occurred
and then the mistakes will have been copied too?

I Timothy 3. 16 I Timothy 3. 15



LIGHT ON A NEW WORLD

The amazing discovery in 1947 of the Dead Sea Scrolls gives unshakable
evidence of the integrity and accuracy of the scriptures we now hold in our hands.
The scrolls included books and portions of books of the Old Testament scriptures
written 2,000 years ago. Yet when translated and compared with our Bible, they
correspond exactly. Through the long intervening centuries the Bible message has
retained vital accuracy.

Copper roll

THE ROLL OF ISAIAH
One of the most important finds in a cave at Qumran, near the Dead Sea, was
the roll of Isaiah—so after the fascinating story of the Dead Sea Scrolls we print an
article which deals briefly with the contents and teaching of this book and which
provides background for the Bible reader.

The prophet Isaiah is sometimes called the ‘Prophet of the Kingdom’ because
there are so many references in his writing to the time when God has intervened in
world affairs and established His kingdom. This is the time for which Jesus taught
his followers to pray,

‘Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.?

The last short article in this booklet brings together some of the passages from
Isaiah which describe what the world will be like when Jesus has returned and
replaced the rule of men with the kingdom of God. The evidence from the ‘Scrolls
from the Dead Sea’ can give us confidence in the reliability of God’s Word and a
confidence, too, that what God has spoken He will bring to pass.

Jars from the Qumran caves

3Matthew 6. 10



The story of
the scrolls from
the Dead Sea

IN NOVEMBER 1947 the United Nations Organisation, sitting in the USA, was
engaged in deliberations which were to lead up to the ending of the British
Mandate for Palestine and recommending the establishment of a Jewish State.
Jewish Intelligence reported that Arab attacks on Jewish cities and settlements were
certain to follow.

It was in such a tense atmosphere that E. L. Sukenik, Professor of Archaeology
at the Hebrew University, received on Sunday, 23 November, 1947, a message from
a friend, an Armenian dealer in antiquities, asking the professor to get in touch
with him immediately. A meeting was fixed for the next morning. The British
Forces had divided Jerusalem into military zones, each marked off with barbed
wire barriers. Sukenik met the Armenian dealer at the gateway to Military Zone B.
As neither of them had passes to go from one zone to another, their conversation
had to be across the barbed wire.

The dealer held up a scrap of leather; Sukenik strained his eyes to peer
through the loops of barbed wire to make out the letters on the scrap. Gradually he
recognised the shapes of the letters. They resembled those he had found on small
coffins and ossuaries discovered by him in ancient tombs around Jerusalem and
dating back to the period before Rome’s destruction of Jerusalem.

AN EARLIER ROLL
At first Sukenik felt the writing must be a forgery but as he continued to peer
the feeling grew stronger and stronger that this was no forgery but the real thing.
The professor’s initial doubts were understandable. Until the discovery of these
scrolls it had been accepted by scholars that the survival of writing on leather or
parchment for 2,000 years was an utter impossibility. In fact, because of this feeling,



LIGHT ON A NEW WORLD

it appears a valuable scroll was lost in the 1880’s. Moses Wilhelm Shapira offered
for sale to the British Museum an ancient manuscript of Deuteronomy which he
had found during his exploration of the area east of the Dead Sea, but it was
denounced as a forgery by the experts at the time. There is a strong feeling now that
it was a genuine document, rejected simply because the experts felt that no scroll
dating back to the time of Christ could have survived.

We can well imagine Sukenik’s suppressed excitement as the conviction grew
that the fragment he was gazing at was probably 2,000 years old. The dealer then
told him that a mutual friend, an Arab antiquities dealer in Bethlehem, had told
him that some Bedouin had called on him bringing several parchment scrolls
which they said they had found in a cave near the Dead Sea shore, not far from
Jericho. Sukenik made the perilous journey to Bethlehem. It was through Arab-
held territory and the seven Arab nations were about to attack Israel. After the
usual long drawn-out preliminaries the Arab dealer produced three scrolls.
Professor Sukenik records, ‘My hands shook as I started to unwrap them. I read a
few sentences. It was written in beautiful Biblical Hebrew . . . I looked and looked,
and I suddenly had the feeling that I was privileged by destiny to gaze upon a
Hebrew scroll which had not been read for more than two thousand years.’

The dealer agreed to let Professor Sukenik have the scrolls for two days for
further examination, and to raise the cash for their purchase. It was with a sigh of
deep relief he reached Jerusalem again safely with his precious parcel. He wrote, ‘I
made straight for my study and unrolled the leathers. As I read the texts, I became
more and more convinced that my first hunch had been correct and that I was
witnessing a discovery of tremendous importance. I was enthralled by the beauty of
the Hebrew. But the identity of the texts still eluded me. I looked up the Apocryphal
books in my library to see if I could find parallels, but there were none. Here, then,
were original texts.” So next day Sukenik sent a message to the Bethlehem dealer
Feidi Salahi to say he was buying the scrolls.

ANOTHER MEETING
Alittle later, Sukenik learned that already four scrolls from the same cave had
been sold through a Syrian antiquities dealer to the Syrian Metropolitan of the
Monastery of St Mark in the Old City of Jerusalem. Toward the end of January,




















































































