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INTRODUCTION 

STEP ONE

ABOUT THE BIBLE 

· The Bible is not just the world's most wonderful literature.

· It is the word of God, directly given by Him for all to read.

· It contains the only fully reliable account of God's. dealings with man in the past. His message for the present and His promises concerning the future.

· It alone tells us about the Lord Jesus Christ.

READ THE BIBLE TODAY

· Make TODAY your opportunity.

· Time is fast running out.

· Begin TODAY to read God's Word. This alone can show you how to prepare for the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ.

HOW TO USE THESE NOTES

· These NOTES fit in with the Bible reading programme shown in your PLANNER; read one chapter every day.

· Use any version of the Bible you may have. Some versions are better than others, but all tell the same basic story. These NOTES are based on the most well-known Authorized Version.

· After reading the chapter for the day, you should refer to these NOTES. The Index opposite will help you to find the correct STEP and page. The top half of each page will normally give an introduction to the background and purpose of the readings for that week; the bottom half of each page contains notes for each day's reading.

· Read the Daily Note for the chapter you have read looking up the other Bible references carefully; this is most important. (Numbers 14:21 means the Book of Numbers, Chapter 14 and Verse 21. The 66 books of the Bible are usually listed at the front of the Bible to help you to find them).

· The chart on pages 32-33 of these NOTES shows where people, events and books of the Bible fit into history. Pages 61-64 contain an important summary of Bible teachings.

· Although the PLANNER lasts one year, it has been left undated so that you can start reading from STEP ONE right away.

WEEK 1
· This week you begin to read the Bible—God's word for you.

· The first seven days take an interesting selection from various parts of the Bible.

· The unity, truth and divine origin of the 66 Books of the Bible become increasingly certain as you read them. Although written by many different writers over 1,500 years. God is the Author and His message is the same throughout.

· Read consistently, carefully and prayerfully.

	DAILY NOTES - WEEK 1

	Sunday
Psalm 19
	The stars and planets make known the glory of God (verses 1-6). The Bible enlightens the mind (verses7-14).

	Monday 

Genesis 1
	God made all things. He established the laws of nature and prepared the earth as man's home.

	Tuesday

Luke 2
	The miraculous birth of Jesus brings promises of peace (verse 14) and of salvation for Jews and Gentiles(verses 29-32).

	Wednesday
1 Corinthians 13
	Charity (Love) is the supreme quality for us to follow and has promise of an eternal future (verses11-13).

	Thursday 

Mark 4
	The Word of God is a precious seed which can be fruitful in our lives (verse 20) and has promise for the future (verse 29).

	Friday

Ecclesiastes 3
	We need to use our brief life-time to serve God and to prepare for the day of judgment (verse 17).

	Saturday

2 Timothy 3
	The world today is described in verses 1-7. But the Bible is given by God to make us godly and to lead us to salvation (verses 15-17).


STEP TWO

INTRODUCTION
Step Two covers two weeks and takes you into the Old Testament first, then into the New Testament.

· Week two looks at the events following the Creation, in the early chapters of Genesis.

· Week three looks at the new beginning when Jesus went about doing good and preaching the saving gospel.

· These two stages in God's purpose contain:
· The Good News of God's Plan for the world.

· Lessons to help us in our living.

GOD'S PLAN
· In creating the earth and the first man and woman, God had an ultimate purpose in mind.

· This purpose is that the earth will be filled with men and women who have chosen to serve God and give Him glory. (Numbers 14:21). These people of faith will be given everlasting life in the kingdom of God on earth (Isaiah 45:18,23. Matthew 5:5. Daniel 7:27).

· An essential stage in this PLAN was the miraculous birth of God's Son—Jesus Christ. His perfect obedience to God's will was vital to the PLAN.

· The Bible is vital too, as a means of telling us what WE have to do.

WEEK 2
GENESIS
· The name 'Genesis' means the book of the "beginnings' It tells us about the beginnings of the earth and of man.

· It tells us too about the origin of male and female and how sin and death came into the world.

· It contains the first references to God's provision of a way out for sinful mankind. In fact, GENESIS is a vital foundation for understanding the Bible.

	DAILY NOTES - WEEK 2

	Sunday

Genesis 2
	Note the special creation of man(verse 7) and of woman (verse 22) and the true marriage relationship(verse 24).

	Monday

Genesis 3
	God had said that sin (disobedience) would bring death (verse 3) and so it did (verse 19). See Romans 5:12.

	Tuesday

Genesis 4
	Man is now dying and in need of salvation. He can serve God by faith and have hope of eternal life (verse4 with Hebrews 11:4) or give himself over to sin like Cain who killed his own brother (verses 5-8).

	Wednesday 

Genesis 5
	Cain's descendants (of chapter 4) are contrasted with the better line from Seth (verse 3 onwards) leading to Noah (verse 29).

	Thursday

Genesis 6
	Only Noah and his family were separate from the violent society now existing (verses 5, 11-13).

	Friday

Genesis 7
	Noah   believed   that   God's judgments were coming on the evil world and as commanded he built the Ark. We need faith in God's Way (Hebrews 11:7) and must prepare for the judgments to come(2 Peter 3: 1-7, 11-13).

	Saturday

Genesis 8
	God remembered Noah (verse 1). The dove with the olive branch has become a symbol of peace (verse11). God will never destroy the earth (verse 22 and 9:13-15).


WEEK 3
MATTHEW
· The New Testament begins with the 'family tree' of Jesus to show his connection with Abraham (Genesis 12) and King David (2 Samuel 7).

· Matthew (the tax-gatherer who became a disciple) was chosen by God to write, and show that Jesus was the promised Messiah foretold in the Old Testament.

· Notice the frequent references to the Old Testament with such words as: 'as it is written…’
ABRAHAM

|

DAVID

|
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SOLOMON                               NATHAN

   |                                               |

JOSEPH                                    MARY

Later married to Mary                (Luke 3)

                       (Matthew 1:16)
	DAILY NOTES - WEEK 3

	Sunday 

Matthew 1
	Jesus is the Son of God (verses18-20) and, through his mother, was a descendant of David (1,000 BC) and of Abraham (2,000 BC) as promised in the Old Testament

	Monday

Matthew 2
	The Son of David was destined to be a King and would be born in Bethlehem like David as foretold by Micah (700 BC) (Micah 5:2 and Luke 1:32).

	Tuesday

Matthew 3
	God's promise to send a Saviour, with a forerunner (John the Baptist) was made through Isaiah (700 BC) (Isaiah 40: 1-5). Jesus was baptised by John as an act of humble obedience (verses 15-17).

	Wednesday 

Matthew 4
	Notice how Jesus trusted the Word of God (old Testament) when resisting temptation (verses 4, 7, 10).

	Thursday

Matthew 5
	The Sermon on the Mount teaches us how to live the true Christian life(chapters 5-7).

	Friday 

Matthew 6
	Do we pray for God's Kingdom to come, when Jesus will be King and put the world right? (verse 10).

	Saturday 

Matthew 7
	We need to build on the sure foundation of Christ and God's Word, to be safe (verses 24-27). Salvation is not for everyone but all who really want it may have it(verses 13, 19, 21).


STEP THREE

INTRODUCTION
Step Three will occupy three exciting weeks and will introduce us first to the Genesis record of the 'patriarchs; Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.

· This foundation will help us to understand what the rest of the Bible is about. (In the New Testament for example we learn that 'the gospel was preached to Abraham' (Galatians 3:8).

· Side by side with this we shall continue to read about the life and work of Jesus, as recorded by Matthew.

· Remember to read consistently, carefully and prayerfully.
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WEEK 4
GOD CALLS ABRAM
· Abram (later called Abraham) was commanded by God to leave Babylonia, a land of false religion (Genesis 11-12). God promised him great blessings and a future inheritance in a new land called the land of promise. This is Canaan or Palestine.

· Abram's obedience and faith were remarkable. He became the pattern for all who want to please God. Because he believed in God and not in himself. God esteemed him righteous (Romans 4:12-13 and 19-25).

· Abram's faith was later demonstrated by his actions. But God made the promise before the 'works' were done.

	DAILY NOTES - WEEK 4

	Sunday 

Genesis 11
	Notice how God selected the family of Shem, a son of Noah, leading up to Abram (verses 10-26).

	Monday 

Genesis 12
	God made seven vital promises to Abram (verses 2-3) which He will keep. They affect all nations (verse3) and are the essence of the gospel(Galatians 3:8).

	Tuesday 

Genesis13
	More promises- (verses 14-17) involving the eternal inheritance of the land of Canaan.

	Wednesday 

Genesis 14
	Melchizedek (verses 18-20) was a king and priest. Jesus too will be an immortal king and priest in Jerusalem.

	Thursday 

Genesis 15
	Abram was counted righteous because he had FAITH in God's promises (verse 6). God foretold that Abram's descendants would become slaves (verses 13-14).

	Friday 

Genesis 17
	God's promises were renewed(verses 1-8) and Abram's name was changed to Abraham (a father of many nations).

	Saturday 

Genesis 19
	God is still concerned about the moral condition of the world, as He was in the time of Lot. (See Luke17:28-32). Homosexuality is not acceptable to God (18:20).


WEEK 5
THE KINGDOM OF GOD
· Matthew tells us about Jesus as the King of the coming Kingdom of God promised in the Old Testament.

· The kingdom is described, as 'the kingdom of heaven' (because it belongs to God) but it will be on EARTH with Jerusalem as its capital.

· The 'call of Christ' is in many ways like God's call to Abram. It requires belief in the same promises made sure in Christ and a life of willing discipleship.

PARABLES OF THE KINGDOM
· Jesus often taught in parables. They were designed to help the humble to understand the gospel of the Kingdom and to confound the proud and antagonistic. The parables can teach much to 'those who have ears to hear' and they are wonderful aids to the memory.

· Some parables, like the Sower (Matthew 13) tell of the preparation stage of the Kingdom. Others, like that of the Sheep and Goats (Matthew 25) tell us of the future.

	DAILY NOTES - WEEK 5

	Sunday 

Matthew 8
	The many miracles performed by Jesus were a witness to the truth of his teaching and his ability to help those in need.

	Monday 

Matthew 9
	Verses 6,9. Forgiveness of sins is possible through Jesus. Matthew was called to follow Christ. We need to learn about Jesus if we are to follow him.

	Tuesday 

Matthew 10
	Verses 2-4. The Twelve left everything to follow Jesus. We need their faith which puts God first without counting the cost (verses 38-39).

	Wednesday

Matthew 11
	Verses 2-3. Jesus' reply to John's enquiry was to quote Isaiah 35(which is about the future kingdom).

	Thursday 

Matthew 12
	Verses 15-21. Jesus manner was a fulfilment of Isaiah 42, verses 1-4. God's servant was to invite, not to force people.

	Friday 

Matthew 13
	This chapter contains seven parables about the Kingdom. Notice the important stages in verse 23: 

(a) Receiving

(b) Hearing

(c) Understanding God's Word.

	Saturday 

Matthew 14
	Jesus always thought of others- the sick (verse 14), the hungry(verse 19), Peter's faith (verse 29), Peter's fear (verse 31).


WEEK 6
THE FAMILY OF ABRAHAM
· God chose certain of Abraham's family to continue the line which would eventually lead to Christ.
· He repeated the same PROMISES to them, promises which would be fulfilled through one particular descendant—Jesus Christ
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	DAILY NOTES - WEEK 6

	Sunday 

Genesis 22
	One of the great chapters of the Bible. God tested (verse 1 'did tempt') Abraham to let him show his faith. Later God was to give HIS own Son!

	Monday 

Genesis 26
	God's promises to Isaac (verses 1-4) are related to Abraham's obedience(verse 5) and again concern all nations of the world.

	Tuesday 

Genesis 27
	Rebekah knew Jacob was to be blessed (see chapter 25, verses19-34). Even so, she should have waited for God to do it.


	Wednesday 

Genesis 28
	God (not Isaac now) gives Jacob the PROMISES, as made first to Abraham (verses 13-15). He is the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob(verse 13).

	Thursday 

Genesis 29
	Jacob had to learn patience. He was20 years in Laban's house, serving for Leah, Rachel and cattle (chapters 31-41).

	Friday 

Genesis 30
	The sons born to Jacob, including Joseph's sons, were to be ancestors of the 12 tribes of Israel (chapter 46, verse 3 and Exodus 1:1-7).

	Saturday 

Genesis 31
	God brought Jacob back again, just as He promised (chapter 28, verse15) to bring the nation of Israel back to the Land of Promise in our day (Jeremiah 30:3).


STEP FOUR

INTRODUCTION
Step Four spreads over four weeks. Now you are getting used to regular reading this should present no problem.

· In these four weeks we cotitinue to read about the patriarchs, from Genesis, and the life of Jesus, from Matthew.

· Look out for interesting parallels between the life of Joseph (Genesis 37-50) and the life of Jesus. (Some are listed on page 12).

· Always remember to read consistently, carefully and prayerfully.
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WEEK 7
ISRAEL UNDER THE ROMANS
· Roman domination of the land and people of Israel in the days of Jesus was almost total. Many patriotic Jews therefore would eagerly have followed anyone who could promise them hope of freedom from the Romans.

· Jesus of Nazareth obviously had the power to do it. His miracles showed that. But he had already rejected the temptation to snatch at human glory. His Kingdom was to be a future one and would be given to him by his Father. First he must conquer Sin in order to free men from its bondage and from death. Then he would be fit to be King of the Earth.

· His followers too must learn to rule themselves before they could become rulers of others. And their concern must be for the Kingdom of God, not for the politics of this world.

	DAILY NOTES - WEEK 7

	Sunday 

Matthew 15
	Jesus knew that sin arises from the heart (mind) of man. It is that which needs cleansing (verses 18-19).

	Monday 

Matthew 16
	Jesus is the Christ (the Jewish Messiah) and he is the Son of God(verse 16). He forecasts his death(verse 21). Would-be disciples must follow the path of self-denial (verses24-26).

	Tuesday 

Matthew 17
	The transfiguration of Jesus was a foretaste of Jesus in glory as future King. See chapter 16, ., verse 28 and 2 Peter 1:16-17

	Wednesday

Matthew 18
	To be 'as little children' (verse 3) means to be trusting (not childish), accepting all God says.

	Thursday 

Matthew 19
	Everlasting life in the coming Kingdom will be given to those who follow Christ (verses 27-29).

	Friday 

Matthew 20
	Jesus knew what was going to happen to him (verses 18-19). The Old Testament had foretold it. He believed he would be raised from the dead (verse 19).

	Saturday 

Matthew 21
	Verses 1-11 only partly fulfilled Zechariah 9:9. The rest will happen when Jesus comes again as King of the world.


WEEK 8
JOSEPH LIKE JESUS
· The divinely recorded life of Joseph (Genesis 37-50) contains many parallels with the life of Jesus. This is one of many ways in which the Old Testament prefigures the coming Christ and even foreshadows his rejection by his own people.
	Joseph
	Jesus

	1—Joseph was loved by his .father.
	Jesus was God's well beloved Son

	2—Joseph was hated by his brethren.
	Jesus was rejected by his own people.

	3—Joseph learned patience through experience,
	Jesus was 'made per feet through sufferings'.

	4—Joseph was imprisoned but later released,
	Jesus was released from the grave, by God.

	5—Joseph was called Zaphnath-paaneah (The Saviour of the world).
	Jesus IS the Saviour of the world!

	6—Joseph saved his brethren and forgave them
	Jesus will forgive his people and save them.

	7—Joseph was exalted to be next to the King
	Jesus has been exalted to receive God's Name and will be King of the world.


	DAILY NOTES - WEEK 8

	Sunday 

Genesis 32
	Jacob's name was changed to ISRAEL (a prince with God) because he trusted God.

	Monday 

Genesis 33
	Jacob now acknowledges that all his blessings are from God, including his children (verse 5) and his goods (verse 11).

	Tuesday 

Genesis 37
	Joseph was made family priest. The 'Coat' was the priestly garment This made his brothers envious. His dreams were God's revelation of the future.


	Wednesday 

Genesis 39
	Joseph, like Jesus, served others well. See verses 4 and 22. He refused temptation (verses 7-8).

	Thursday 

Genesis 40
	Joseph still serving (verse 4) but soon forgotten, (verse 23). In this too he was like Jesus, forsaken by those he came to help.

	Friday 

Genesis41
	It was God who brought about the release of Joseph.

	Saturday 

Genesis 42
	Joseph knew his brethren before they recognised him. It is the same with Israel who do not yet recognise their Saviour.


WEEK 9
JESUS LIKE US AND YET LIKE GOD
· By his birth, Jesus, son of Mary. is also the Son of God. He is the centre of God's Plan in creation.

· The gospel records underline these two facts. Read the following verses from Matthew which demonstrate this wonderful truth. (Matthew 1:1, 18, 23-3:16-17; 16:16; 22:41-45; 26:63; 27:40,43,54.

· God's Son was born of woman that he might be Redeemer of mankind. God was his Father because the Father's love for us was to be made known in Jesus.

· Jesus lived like the Son of God by doing his Father's will in our frail and wayward nature.

	DAILY NOTES - WEEK 9

	Sunday 

Matthew 22
	The wedding garment (verse 11) is the covering from sin we each need in Christ, if we are to be acceptable. Love of God and our neighbour is the essence of discipleship (verses37-40).

	Monday 

Matthew 23
	Christ will one day be recognised by Israel, when he again enters Jerusalem (verse 39).

	Tuesday 

Matthew 24
	Verses 1-28 foretold the scattering of the Jews (AD 70). Verses 29-39 are about events TODAY, prior to Christ's return. Christ is coming back (verses 30,44).

	Wednesday 

Matthew 25
	Three parables in this chapter show that there will be a judgment when Christ returns. We need to be ready(verse 13).

	Thursday 

Matthew 26
	Jesus enters his darkest as foretold in the Scriptures. His death was symbolised in the bread and the wine (verses 26-29).

	Friday 

Matthew 27
	The death of the truly innocent Son of God, but the title over the cross(verse 37) bore witness to his ultimate mission.

	Saturday 

Matthew 28
	The Lord is risen indeed and his victory is complete. The risen Christ now works with the full authority God (verses 18-20).of


WEEK 10
BURIAL IN THE PROMISED LAND
· Most of the patriarchs asked to be buried in the land of Canaan, thus showing their faith in God's promises.

· He had promised them a .literal inheritance of the land—for ever. This meant he would one day raise them from the dead to fulfil his promises (Acts 7:5 with Luke 13:28-30).

· Meanwhile, as evidence that their inheritance was FUTURE and not immediate, they were to be 'strangers and pilgrims' on th& earth, not yet in possession of it (Hebrews 11:13,39-40).

· So Abraham BOUGHT a piece of land to bury Sarah in. Jacob was buried there (Genesis 50:13), as also were Sarah and Abraham, Isaac and Rebekah and Leah (Genesis 49:29-31).

	DAILY NOTES - WEEK 10

	Sunday 

Genesis 43
	Joseph meets all of his brethren and they bow down before him (verse28). Remember Joseph's dreams? Had Joseph taught his steward about God? (verse 23). Those who know about the God of Israel should tell others.

	Monday 

Genesis44
	Joseph's brethren are being led confess their faults (42:21; 44:16).to Notice that Judah is the first to plead with Joseph. See chart on page 9.

	Tuesday 

Genesis 45
	Joseph did not seek revenge. He knew that his sufferings had been for his brethren's sake (verses 5-8). In this he was like Jesus.

	Wednesday 

Genesis 46
	Here is a prophecy of the Exodus of Jacob's descendants from Egypt(verses 3-4). See Exodus 3:8.

	Thursday 

Genesis 47
	Jacob wanted to be buried in the land of promise (verses 29-30), because of his FAITH (Hebrews 11:8-16).

	Friday

Genesis 49
	Judah was the chosen tribe from which 'Shiloh' would come. The name means: 'Whose it is; and refers to Jesus. See Ezekiel 21.27.


	Saturday 

Genesis 50
	Joseph too wanted to be buried in Canaan, because he had the same FAITH (Hebrews 11:22). He died believing the promises (verses24-25).


[image: image5]19

